rules and procedures and, accordingly, as the reform of the legal system has forged forward the legal training curriculum has followed suit, while private practice has also excelled in development.
GENERAL AND SPECIALIST TRAINING

Formal legal education commenced in 1755 at Moscow State o
University and is one of the oldest university teaching subjects in Russia. On a general level, Russian university education followed the continental European pattern of teaching broad academic subjects augmented by specialist courses towards the end of the period of study. It has been acknowledged that the Soviet legacy resulted in an overload of the curriculum with constitutional and administrative law disciplines, with training of legal specialists for practice largely confined to in-house lawyers for government organizations and enterprises in the state-owned economy, and certain trial practice, wrhich was dominated by the criminal cases.
In the last nine years the Russian legal system has been radically changed following the reforms of privatisation, trade GOSSTANDART 0.2.11.00
The underlying ideology in the training of lawyers stems from art. 48 of the Constitution of the Russian Federation, which states that: 'Everyone shall be guaranteed the right to qualified legal assistance ... '. Accordingly, the law schools' curriculum has had to be revised and adapted to the changing system. The Federal Law on Education of 1992 (as amended) establishes that a state or private educational institution has to meet certain The legal training which leads to a law degree is a fixed five-year term for full-time study. On successfully passing two final state exams on theory of law and legal specialisation, and defending a final thesis, the students obtain the qualification of jurist and the academic title of mayister or master's degree in the arts of law.
The goal of the training is to prepare the students for: rising to the bench, independent practice, in-house lawyer positions as well as lecture and research work in academia. Gosstandart 
CHANGES AND CRITICISM
The main change introduced by Gosstandart is the introduction of optional courses (over 250 hours) which increase the flexibility of teaching. A number of special courses and seminars have been introduced, including notarial duties, bankruptcy, securities, banking and so on. There are two new general courses on commercial law and international private law.
However, the law curriculum reform primarily concerned the totally new content of courses resulting from the radical legal reform in Russia. For example, the general course on civil law now includes new aspects of contracts, property; securities, loans, corporations, arbitration and so on. (1997) . However, the reform of the legal training system is a complex endeavor, one which aimds to strike a balance between the teaching of concrete aspects of practical law and the teaching of principles, reasoning and methodology in critical understanding of the role ol law in social development. The latter becomes especially important during the transition to an open market economy in Russia, which has no precedents in history. There is no option teaching based on case law: the instructors cannot rely on precedent when they lack experience in some areas of the law, such as securities regulation or disputes between shareholders and creditors. In this respect the private law which is practised in Russia loses to the common law, which generally offers better protection of the rights of shareholders and creditors as well as clearer contract interpretation. On a general level, insufficient time has elapsed as yet for the fundamental capitalist concepts such as reputation-based sanctioning system to be used in settling disputes.
On-the-job training and apprenticeship have also undergone some changes. Now, in order to be admitted to one of 125 local collegiums of advocates (in order to be able to practice as an advocate (trial lawyer) who can represent a client in court in criminal and civil cases), a Russian law graduate (a citizen of the Russian Federation) has to have two years of legal practice instead of one and pass a formal interview with the presidium of the collegium, followed by three months of probation. If a law graduate has less than two years' experience he or she has to undergo a period of training, which can range from six months to one year, with the collegium. In order to obtain a licence for independent private practice a Russian law graduate has to have at least three years of legal practice 
PRACTICE CURRICULUM
Because of the demand for legal services during the last decade, many law students in Russia have found themselves practising at foreign and domestic law firms. The mainstream of domestic law firms typically engage in the following areas: real
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SPECIALIST KNOWLEDGE
It could be said that the skills of the practitioner ultimately determine the value of his or her law degree. Market development has exposed Russian lawyers to transnational corporate practice, recognizing de facto the practice curriculum of local lawyers, i.e. command of specialist information or skills to acquire such information, particularly in the following areas: compliance with frequently-changing legislation, taxation and administrative regulations for business practice; unconventional accounting procedures and practices; the local investment environment, which is characterized by the lack of experience and understanding on the part of many of basic market forces, marketing, pricing techniques, goodwill, etc.; the attitude of regional officials towards the market economy, augmented by personal connections in the regulatory and law enforcement agencies; reputation of potential business partners and background of potential employees;
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